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Haynes and Thomas follow herring for Bassmaster High School 
Series win on Smith Lake presented by Academy Sports-Outdoors 

 Email sports news and photos to  
MSTsports@prodigy.net

 CULLMAN, Ala. — When Will 
Haynes and Austin Thomas 
found the food, they found 
enough bass to catch a 13-pound, 
8-ounce limit that delivered a 
narrow victory at the Abu Garcia 
Bassmaster High School Series at 
Lewis Smith Lake presented by 
Academy Sports + Outdoors. 
 Spending their day in the mid-
lake region, Haynes and Thomas, 
both Curry High School seniors, 
edged Benjamin Travis and An-
drew Kunz of Spain Park High 
School by 8 ounces. 
  “We got a bite in 30 to 40 feet 
and we were fishing in ditches 
for fish suspended under blue-
back herring,” Thomas said. “We 
found the key areas in practice, 
but we just didn’t know that 
amount of fish was there until 
today. 
 “We caught two right off the bat 
and then it was kind of slow until 
about 11 o’clock. We finally got 
it keyed in and that’s when we 
got our keeper bites.” 
  The winners caught their bass 
on Reaction Innovations Little 
Dipper swimbaits fished on 8-
pound fluorocarbon. Haynes said 
the smoke gray color best 
matched the natural forage. 
 “We used the Garmin LiveScope 
a pretty good bit today,” Haynes 
said. “We would find them sus-
pended and throw about 5 to 10 
yards past them and bring it right 

BIRMINGHAM, Ala. — Enthu-
siastic anglers who love showing 
off their biggest catch to friends 
and family can flaunt their per-
sonal-best catch on a B.A.S.S.-
branded phone case or power 
bank. B.A.S.S. and Pittsburgh-
based Cellhelmet, which creates 
an innovative variety of wireless 
accessories, have signed a new 
licensing deal to offer a variety 
of Bassmaster-themed and cus-

NASHVILLE — The Tennessee 
Wildlife Resources Agency re-
cently announced hunting and 
fishing licenses and permits will 
be valid for one year from the 
date of purchase. All current 
yearly Tennessee hunting and 
fishing licenses expired Feb. 28. 
Exceptions will be captive per-
mits, Federal duck stamp, mi-
gratory bird permits, and slat 
basket tags. 

Will Haynes and Austin Thomas of Curry High School have won the Abu Garcia Bass-
master High School Series at Lewis Smith Lake presented by Academy Sports + Outdoors 
with a total of 13 pounds, 8 ounces. Here, they lift trophies with another team member. 
(Photo by Emily Hand/B.A.S.S.)

in front of their face and they 
would just kill it. 
 “We had to throw at some of 
them more than once, but even-
tually, we got them to bite.” 
 Haynes said he and his partner 
caught seven of the nine fish that 
bit. They had their limit by noon 
and amassed their winning total, 
which included a 3-6, by 2 p.m. 

 “We rotated between two to 
three main areas,” Thomas said. 
“One spot ended up being more 
productive. It was a high spot in 
a ditch with brush on top. The 
herring would suspend over the 
brush and that’s where we caught 
our fish.” 
  Haynes said that, while he and 
Thomas tried multiple techniques 

in practice, they realized the fish 
were not biting larger baits. They 
entered the tournament knowing 
smaller presentations on light 
line would be their best option. 
 
  Joe Vaulton and Walker LaRue 
of Alcoa High School finished 
third with 11-15. 
  Tanner Mason and Landon Sims 

of DAR High School won the 
Big Bass award for their 4-5. 
  The tournament was hosted by 
the Cullman Area Chamber of 
Commerce.  
 2022 Bassmaster High School 
Series Title Sponsor: Abu Gar-
cia 
2022 Bassmaster High School 
Series Presenting Sponsor: 
Academy Sports + Outdoors 
2022 Bassmaster High School 
Series Platinum Sponsor: Toyota 
2022 Bassmaster High School 
Series Premier Sponsors: Berk-
ley, Humminbird, Mercury, 
Minn Kota, Nitro Boats, 
Power-Pole, Progressive Insur-
ance, Ranger Boats, Rapala, 
Skeeter Boats, Yamaha 
2022 Bassmaster High School 
Series Supporting Sponsors: 
AFTCO, Daiwa, Garmin, Huk 
Performance Fishing, Mara-
thon, Strike King, Triton 
Boats, VMC 
2022 Bassmaster High School 
Series Youth Sponsors: Shi-
mano, SPRO 
  
About B.A.S.S. 
B.A.S.S., which encompasses 
the Bassmaster tournament 
leagues, events and media plat-
forms, is the worldwide authority 
on bass fishing and keeper of the 
culture of the sport, providing 
cutting edge content on bass fish-
ing whenever, wherever and ho-

wever bass fishing fans want to 
use it. Headquartered in Birming-
ham, Ala., the 515,000-member 
organization’s fully integrated 
media platforms include the in-
dustry’s leading magazines 
(Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation and 
youth fishing. 
The Bassmaster Tournament 
Trail includes the most presti-
gious events at each level of 
competition, including the Bass-
master Elite Series, St. Croix 
Bassmaster Opens Series pre-
sented by Mossy Oak Fishing, 
TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation 
Series, Strike King Bassmaster 
College Series presented by Bass 
Pro Shops, Abu Garcia Bass-
master High School Series pre-
sented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors, Bass Pro Shops Bass-
master Team Championship, Ya-
maha Rightwaters Bassmaster 
Kayak Series powered by Tour-
neyX, Yamaha Bassmaster Red-
fish Cup Championship 
presented by Skeeter and the ul-
timate celebration of competitive 
fishing, the Academy Sports + 
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic 
presented by Huk. 

TN Wildlife Resources Agency 
announces new hunting and  
fishing licenses & permits rules

B.A.S.S. and Cellhelmet ink mobile accessories 
licensing deal to create Bassmaster-themed brands 
for flaunting ‘best-catch’ among friends & family 

tomizable mobile products. 
 “Many of us at Cellhelmet are 
avid outdoor enthusiasts, and I 
personally have been an avid 

bass angler since childhood,” 
said Cellhelmet Executive Vice 
President Lee Terkel. “Whenever 
I would meet another enthusiast 
the first thing we would find our-
selves doing was pulling out our 
phones to share pictures of some 
of our favorite moments. The 
back of our phone is a great can-
vas to show what we are passion-
ate about and bass fishing just 
made so much sense.”   
 Cellhelmet rose to fame after 
initially appearing on ABC’s 
Shark Tank in 2012 to pitch their 
idea for creating an indestructible 
iPhone case. They now offer 
cases, power banks, cables and 

more, maintaining direct control 
over the manufacturing process 
to assure quality.  
 
To see the full range of licensed 
and customizable accessories, 
visit cellhelmet.com. 
 
About B.A.S.S. 
B.A.S.S., which encompasses the 
Bassmaster tournament leagues, 
events and media platforms, is 
the worldwide authority on bass 
fishing and keeper of the culture 
of the sport, providing cutting 
edge content on bass fishing 
whenever, wherever and ho-
wever bass fishing fans want to 
use it. Headquartered in Birming-

Licenses are available online 
anytime at www.GoOutdoor-
sTennessee.com, on the TWRA 
“On the Go App,” or at one of 
474 license agents across the 
state. You can also select to auto-
renew your license and never 
worry about your license expir-
ing again. Customers can also 
purchase a new design of the col-
lector’s card for any annual li-

Licenses are available online 
anytime at www.GoOutdoor-
sTennessee.com, on the 
TWRA “On the Go App,” or 
at one of 474 license agents 
across the state. You can also 
select to auto-renew your li-
cense and never worry about 
your license expiring again. 
Customers can also purchase 
a new design of the collec-
tor’s card for any annual li-
cense. 

Pictured is B.A.S.S. branded Cellhelmet phone case by Cell-
met  (Photo/Courtesy B.A.S.S. and Cellhelmet) 

“Many of us at Cellhelmet 
are avid outdoor enthusiasts, 
and I personally have been an 
avid bass angler since child-
hood,” said Cellhelmet Ex-
ecutive Vice President Lee 
Terkel. “Whenever I would 
meet another enthusiast the 
first thing we would find our-
selves doing was pulling out 
our phones to share pictures 
of some of our favorite mo-
ments. The back of our phone 
is a great canvas to show 
what we are passionate about 
and bass fishing just made so 
much sense.”   

ham, Ala., the 515,000-member 
organization’s fully integrated 
media platforms include the in-
dustry’s leading magazines 
(Bassmaster and B.A.S.S. 
Times), website 
(Bassmaster.com), TV show, 
radio show, social media pro-
grams and events. For more than 
50 years, B.A.S.S. has been ded-
icated to access, conservation 
and youth fishing. 
 
 The Bassmaster Tournament 
Trail includes the most presti-
gious events at each level of 
competition, including the Bass-
master Elite Series, St. Croix 
Bassmaster Opens Series pre-
sented by Mossy Oak Fishing, 
TNT Fireworks B.A.S.S. Nation 
Series, Strike King Bassmaster 
College Series presented by Bass 
Pro Shops, Abu Garcia Bass-
master High School Series pre-
sented by Academy Sports + 
Outdoors, Bass Pro Shops Bass-
master Team Championship, Ya-
maha Rightwaters Bassmaster 
Kayak Series powered by Tour-
neyX, Yamaha Bassmaster Red-
fish Cup Championship 
presented by Skeeter and the ul-
timate celebration of competitive 
fishing, the Academy Sports + 
Outdoors Bassmaster Classic 
presented by Huk. 

cense. The new waterproof, du-
rable card features a choice of a 
smallmouth, Tennessee’s state 
game fish, or a pair of deer. 
If you like wildlife of any kind, 
you should thank a hunter or 
fisherman. Without them, the 
state would not have the abun-
dance of fish and wildlife that 
Tennesseans enjoy. 
Hunters and anglers have been 
funding Tennessee’s and the na-
tion’s wildlife conservation for 
more than 100 years through li-
cense purchases. One-hundred 
percent of hunting and fishing li-
cense fees go to support wildlife 
conservation in Tennessee. 
What’s more, a license purchase 
returns taxes paid on firearms, 
archery equipment, fishing gear 
and boat fuel to Tennessee at a 
rate of up to $40 per year so a li-
cense purchase is a great invest-
ment. This successful funding 
system is the Wildlife and Sport-
fish Restoration program which 
is the largest driver of wildlife 
conservation nationwide Gov. Kay Ivey signs the Alabama  

Constitutional Carry Bill to repeal 
knife ban; OK to carry Bowie knife
  MONTGOMERY, Alabama, 
March 14, 2022-  Alabama Gov-
ernor Kay Ivey signed Knife 
Rights supported HB 272, a bill 
enacting Constitutional Carry in 
the state. Restrictions on the car-
rying of a Bowie knife or a con-
cealed knife in Alabama are 
repealed. 
 Knife Rights deeply appreciates 
sponsor Representative Shane 
Singer's including these knife 
ban repeals in this bill. Congrat-
ulations to Rep. Stringer and his 
36 co-sponsors for their success 
in getting this bill enacted. 
NOTE: Constitutional Carry and 
repeal of these knife bans does 
not go into effect until January 1, 
2023. Until that date, carrying of 
a Bowie knife or a concealed 
knife remains illegal in Alabama. 
NOTE: Local jurisdictions may 
still restrict or ban knives. Knife 
Rights looks forward to working 
to enact its signature Knife Law 

Preemption going forward in Al-
abama. This would void those re-
strictions and bans and prevent 
any being put in place in the fu-
ture. To find local knife restric-
tions got to: 
https://kniferights.org/how-to-
find-local-knife-laws/ or down-
load Knife Rights' LegalBlade 
App. 
 Gov. Ivery said, "unlike states 
who are doing everything in their 
power to make it harder for law 
abiding citizens, Alabama is re-
affirming our commitment to de-
fending our Second Amendment 
rights." Knife Rights sincerely 
appreciates Gov. Ivery signing 
this bill and his support for our 
rights. 
 Knife Rights supports Constitu-
tional Carry and particularly bills 
such as this that rid the state of 
knife bans that we have long 
tried to repeal. We are pleased 
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